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The more an area is devoid of any kind 

of anthropogenic disturbances, the 

better the diversity and abundance of 

nematode population would be there. 
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The more we discover different forms of lives on 

this colorful planet, the deeper we dive into the 

science of life. Nature is structured by more of 

those biological entities what we humans cannot 

see through our open eyes 

and hence we value them 

less in the conservation. The 

soil biodiversity is one such 

complex and integrated 

building block of the 

environment, upon which all the terrestrial living 

forms are sprouting and thriving, yet the 

maintenance of soil quality and the subsequent 

conservation of its biodiversity are so devalued 

that the earth is 75% of land degradation, 

ultimately leading us towards the gradual loss of 

terrestrial life forms. Soil nematodes are one 

such diversely classified group of 

microscopic thread-like fauna in the terrestrial 

ecosystem known to play a key role in maintaining 

the soil integrity by a number of processes 

like carbon-energy mobilization, nutrient cycling 

nitrogen mineralization, etc. These soil microfauna 

not only play a role in maintaining the soil food 

web but also protect plants from harmful parasitic 

invasion with the help of natural feeding 

mechanism of predatory nematodes. This direct  

 

 

 

 

mode of vegetation protection makes these tiny 

animals responsible for indirectly protecting the 

large faunal community on land. As soil 

nematodes live in the moist soil for their 

dependence on water to 

move, thus the presence 

of them in sufficient 

number in any soil 

sample always indicate 

towards the healthy 

soil. The more an area is devoid of any kind of 

anthropogenic disturbances, the better the 

diversity and abundance of nematode population 

would be there. The organisms that are visible to 

humans are comparably easier to study and taken 

under conservation. So the slow and long-lasting 

effects of climate change on these land 

microfauna take time to grab human attention and 

therefore lead to the irreversible disruption of the 

soil food web and eventually the loss of land 

floral-faunal diversity. Very recently, the 

importance of quality soil conservation had been 

recognized globally and efforts are being made to 

protect the existing good soil and resurrect the 

degraded soil by a number of processes. With 

these growing concerns towards the soil science, 

we can only hope that the earth’s future will 

sprout on healthy moist soil. 
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