
Do we really need a zoo? People

have different perspectives about

the zoo; it is a controversial

subject to many. Some believe

that the idea of keeping any

animal being in an enclosure is

wrong. While some others would

like to say that this is one of our

recreation centres. Others will

pay for the ticket and then look

at the animal's enclosure and say:

“Poor creatures, being stolen

from the wild and thrown in

cages”. This was true in the past

but that is not what zoos are

today. 

PHASES OF ZOO

and those without the benefit of either. 

THE THIRD PHASE
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The first phase was the

Maharajas started for the sake

of their subjects and those

British colonies or colonial

states started for instruction

and entertainment. The

wealthy rulers in India for their

private aesthetic pleasure

(Hunting, breeding) and

beautifying their royal parks. It

is not in the Indian tradition to

kill animals more than what

can be used immediately,

which happened due to the

arrival of Europeans. All this

was for showing power but not

for profit. Their attitude of

admiration towards wild

animals prevailed over utility. 

THE SECOND PHASE

DO WE REALLY NEED A ZOO
INTRODUCTION
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Indian zoos has three phases, as

they are known today,

THE FIRST PHASE 

The second phase was during

the post independence period,

where Indian zoos can be

divided into different types,

those of the Indian central or

state governments, forest

departments (with their

plentiful of space and money) 

The third phase, which is the Post Zoo Act Amendment in which zoos will not

be allowed to start without the permission of the national government, that

process will involve a careful review of the prospectus and master plan of the

zoo. 

Most wild animals aren't caught out of the wild. They are born and brought

up in captivity. Some animals such as Tigers, Leopards were captured from

the human settlements by the forest officials, if it was not able to survive in

the wild due to poor health or old age ailments, they would be transferred to

zoos. A long time ago Zoos got their animals from circus groups and other

zoos by means of a Barter deal. It was very difficult to acquire animals on

those days. Nowadays we easily get animals from the wild due to “Man-

Animal Interactions”. The exchange of animals from the circus was

completely abolished after the implementation of the Central Zoo of

Authority (CZA). It is the statutory body of the government of India, which

helps to uplift Indian zoos to International standards. 

This is the method that has been still used to acquire animals from other zoos

in India. Captive breeding programme has saved many species and kept their

population stable. 

Zoo enclosures aren't like bar cages; the naturalist enclosures stimulate a wild

environment to the animals that also provide a natural feel for visitors. 

I was born and brought up in the temple city, called Thiruvananthapuram. It

is the capital of the Indian state of Kerala. I strongly believe that this city is the

haven for a plethora of flora and fauna species which include exotic as well as

native species. The city has had a glorious history of greenery. Once the city

was ruled by Maharajas of Travancore. In 1932, Sri Chithira Thirunal Balarama

Varma, the Maharaja of Travancore, asked the BNHS, Mumbai to conduct a

bird survey in his Kingdom. That time, Salim Ali, “birdman of India” was

working as a guide lecturer at BNHS. He had conducted the survey in

Travancore and Cochin. The Maharaja had earmarked a princely sum of Rs.

10,000 for this project during that time. See, their perspective towards

conservation aspects on those days.

One of the breathtaking treasure houses in Trivandrum city is Zoological

Garden (Popularly known as Trivandrum zoo). One of the oldest zoos in India

about 161 years old, which was established by the Maharaja of Travancore in

1857 and opened to the public in 1859. It is located about 33 acres of land in

the centre of the city which consist of mesmerising exotic as well as native

flora. A pond is present inside the zoo which gives a breeding spot for many

Oriental Darters, Cormorant etc. More than 100 species of wild animals are

housed in the zoo. Thousands of visitors come to visit the zoo to see the

inmates. Tigers, leopards, Lion tailed macaque, Himalayan black bears, Deer

species, Birds are living without any bar cages. 

Those who lived in cities, ended up munching chips in front of the idiot box,

watching Nat Geo, our forefathers lived in close contact with actual wild

creatures. The majority of Indians still live like that as a farmer, fisher folk, and

herdsmen.



About Author

Ms. Bindya A. is a Project Assistant at Kerala State Biodiversity Board, Kerala, India

and she can be reached at bindya260694@gmail.com 

To make a living from land and nature requires an intimate knowledge of flora and fauna and their

environment. But as more and more people get disconnected from nature. We need both traditional and

modern knowledge of our wild habitats to protect, conserve and use our natural resources sustainably.
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