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Whenever their livestock is attacked by 

a wolf, they believe that the wolf is 

taking what is rightfully his. 
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For the Dhangar community of Maharashtra, the 

grassland is their home, while the predator of their 

livestock, the Indian Grey Wolf is considered to 

be their brother. This unconventional belief 

comes from a traditional ‘Dhangari’ legend that 

states, once in a fight between two brothers, one 

brother was wronged by the other, and hence 

owes the other his dues. The Dhangars consider 

themselves and the wolf to be the brothers in this 

story. 

Whenever their 

livestock is attacked by a 

wolf, they believe that the 

wolf is taking what is 

rightfully his. Thus while 

they themselves avoid harming wolves, they do 

not allow anyone else to harm them either. The 

people of the Dhangar community also claim that 

once a wolf takes an animal from their flock, the 

flock is sure to increase in number. However this 

claim stems from much more than blind faith. 

They are aware of the reasoning being that a wolf 

is more probable to take one of the unhealthier 

animals out of convenience, thus resulting in a 

healthier flock.  

The Indian culture has always had a 

strong link with nature, and while some myths do 

end up hampering the survival of certain species, 

there are some like these that may be responsible 

for a lot of the endangered wildlife population that 

is still surviving.  

The Dhangars depend largely on the grasslands, 

which are the source of fodder for their livestock, 

and consequently, the source of income for the 

people. These grasslands are rapidly shrinking 

mainly due to industrial development and 

expansion of agricultural land; as a result, 

gradually individuals from this community are 

leaving their traditional practices in the favour of 

more convenient options, sometimes out of lack 

of choice.  Like the preservation of the traditional 

Dhangar community, the survival of species like 

wolves, hyenas etc. too 

now depends on the 

survival of our 

grasslands. 

While the 

Dhangar community is 

based primarily in Maharashtra, there are multiple 

counterparts of this semi-nomadic pastoralist 

community across India that share similar cultural 

beliefs. Like the Dhangars, the Bakarwals from 

Jammu and Kashmir, and the Kurubas from 

Karnataka, are on foot for most of the year. Since 

they move along with their livestock, they also 

inevitably regularly interact with carnivores, whose 

primary prey base in these areas has over time 

predominantly become livestock. Despite this, 

these interactions rarely end up in conflict as a 

result of the strong ethics of the people. 
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