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View of Pauri Gharwal District, Uttarakhand 

 

“Uttarakhand” is a place 

which does not need an 

introduction. It is popularly 

known as Devbhumi (land of 

god and goddess). Since ages, 

it has amazed people with its 

magnificent beauty and mystic 

peace. It is not only 

acknowledged for the 

mountains and rivers but the 

generosity of the people and 

their invaluable knowledge 

which is important for 

understanding the nature and 

its surrounding environment.  

 

Being a natural resource management graduate 

student, I got a chance to do M.Sc. 

dissertation at Wildlife Institute of India, 

situated in between the Sal forests of 

Dehradun. I am grateful for the opportunity 

provided by Dr. K. Ramesh to work in the 

wilderness of Rajaji Tiger Reserve. It is placed 

in 3 districts of Uttarakhand i.e. Haridwar, 

Dehradun and Pauri Gharwal. This was for 

the first time, I got a chance to live a life that 

every nature admirer wants. I was excited and 

nervous just like a child takes his/her first 

step to walk. Finally, on 12th March 2019, I 

and my co-intern stepped into the wild. Mr. 

Shehzad, driver, took us inside the protected 

area and introduced us with the forest of 

Rajaji Tiger Reserve. He shared his encounter 

with tuskers, big cats and many more wild 

animals.  

 

Meanwhile, I completely lost on seeing the rainbow 

of different color, heard melody of animals and 

birds and felt the psithurism. To feel the silence, I 

closed my eyes. The aura of that place took me to 

the Promised Land. When a little time passed, few 

voices popped into my ears, I looked around and 

realized we left wilderness behind. Now, we have 

reached the human settlement area. We were staying 

in Motichur Township situated near the protected 

area. Although, we were there for dissertation study 

but I gained knowledge on some indigenous 

practices of locals used to predict the change in 

weather condition. During field study we surveyed 

21 villages located in the Eco-sensitive zone. There 

were plethora of indigenous practices and every 

person had something to tell. However, this tale will 

introduce with few famous indigenous belief. 

 

Our journey began from kanda khal village. Here, we met Khilpat Singh Rawat an old man with grey hair and short height lived with his 

family of 3 member. Kanda Khal is situated in hilly area of Pauri Gharwal, surrounded with lush green vegetation, scenery of mountains and 

waves of river. The place was paradise of beauty. He told us that in earlier times there was no television or radio to get the weather forecasts. 

And how they used nature to forecast the change of every season. The dampness in green chilies and tobacco used to indicate that the rainy 

season is coming. Further, he also told that the distance of rim around the Moon (Milky ice ring or halo ring) indicates how far the rainfall 

will cover the area. I was quiet surprised after hearing this, how well they know the nature. He continued his talk and said if the rim appears 

close to the moon then rain will fall at distant village but if the rim appears to a certain degree from moon then rain will fall in their village and 

nearby village.  
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Another day, a middle aged woman met at kasan shared her 

knowledge on forecasting weather change. Since childhood, she had 

seen her parents to recognize every movement of nature and the 

methods used by them for prediction was absolutely right. Even 

today in her family the same rituals are being followed. She said, 

“Flowering on the tree of Mango indicates that summer season is 

approaching”. While, the wetness over Silbatta stone (a grinding 

stone used to mix spices for cooking) is another way of predicting 

the rainfall. As we heading toward kuthar village, we came to know 

that the people of Uttarakhand plays a vital role in controlling the 

forest fires. One of the villager told us that they collect the fallen 

pine needles and use it as fodder for the cattle. The fuel load reduces 

up to certain extent and as a result the chances of forest fire also 

decline. This indigenous practice is not only restricted to single 

village but it is famous all over Uttarakhand. As the days passed, I 

felt that to solve the problems of climate change and its prediction 

this is the high time for the integration of indigenous knowledge 

with scientific knowledge. As tribal people or villagers live more 

closely to nature than any environmentalist or conservationist. They 

have the capability to understand and recognize the small changes 

occurring in the environment 

 

 

Finally, the day came when we went to survey the last village i.e. the 

Bukundi village. The place was no less than the fairy tale world. 

There was silence all over the place, the only thing we were able to 

hear our footsteps on dry leaves and stones. An isolated muddy 

house situated on top of the hill. A very old man and lady was 

residing in that house. It took us almost one hour to reach at their 

place. Both of them were very kind but Uncle was also bit strict. I 

started asking questions related to the survey. They both took part in 

answering the questions. Along with this, they shared many stories of 

their childhood and also told us different ways of forecasting the 

change in weather. An old man stated that “He believes in his elders 

saying that the movement of wind depicts the rainy day and sunny 

day during monsoon season. Purva hwaa i.e. if the wind blows from 

east direction to west direction then there is high chances of rainfall 

and Paschua Hwaa i.e. if the wind blows from west direction to east 

direction then it will be a sunny day”. He also added that if the 

Gauraiya (a sparrow) starts throwing mud over his/her body, it 

indicates forthcoming rainfall. Even the lady told us few things. She 

said the movement of termites and ants also help in understanding 

the change in weather condition. If the ants and termites climb the 

wall from downward then summer season is coming. With this last 

talk our journey came to an end. 

 

Overall a productive experience, I have learned about lifestyle of people living there, their different customs and traditions of recognizing the 

change in environment. This journey made me realize that it is not necessary that the best solutions of global issues can be find only at 

scientific labs but it can also be discover in the core of nature. 

 


