
People prefer green landscapes

over brown bare soils. The tall

trees, short grass, curling

twiners, and the crawling

runners, all are labelled under

one category - The green. With

a bustling lifestyle in the cities,

many people prefer to spend

their vacation in a serene place

filled with lush green

vegetation, mountains, and

rivers. The real question is, does

the mere presence of green

determine the health of an

ecosystem?

Life is everywhere. There is

Ruppell’s griffon vulture that

has been spotted flying at a

height of 37,000 ft and there is

Mariana snailfish that thrives at

the depth of 26,000 ft under

water. There are blue whales

that measure about 110ft and

there is Escherichia coli

(microbe) that measures

around 2 micrometres which

thrives in the human colon. The

scope of life in each substance

on earth is unbelievable but it

is mainly the greens that are

always associated with life, be

it a weed or a banyan tree; they

support life

acres of land that meets the eye. But it is important to understand that any
green plant is not in itself a good sign.
When a species of plant is introduced into a habitat, it can grow
boundlessly in the new suitable environment, destroying the native plants
and thereby disrupting the natural habitat and functioning of an
ecosystem. One of the best examples of an invasive species in India is
Lantana which had been introduced as an ornamental plant during the
colonial era. Lantana is a shrub native to South America (A.J. Hiremath et
al. 2013). Within a few years after introduction, the shrub grew abundantly
competing with native plants for space, water, mineral, and nutrients in
the soil. In a study “Expanding niche and degrading forests: Key to
successful global invasion of Lantana camara (sensu lato)”) (Avinash et al.
2020), it was estimated that Lantana camara was found in 44% of Indian
forests. The shift in the vegetation from native plants to invasive alien plant
species has led to a series of consequences. The change in the soil
microbes, nutrients, and minerals. Absence of food to the herbivores in the
Lantana invaded areas had resulted in the decrease of the herbivore
population in the region; consequently, there would be a decrease in the
predatory population. This invasion has led to loss of habitat for various
species thereby narrowing the overall habitat for their survival. Compared
to the other species, the endemic species are at a greater risk, as they can
survive only in their native habitats and are sensitive to any changes that
occur in the habitat (Avinash et al. 2020).
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ALL GREENS ARE NOT A GREEN SIGNAL
INTRODUCTION

SIGN
When everything supports life,

any kind of vegetation should

be healthy for an ecosystem

but apparently it is not the case.

The health of an ecosystem

depends on the kind of

interactions that occur between

the organisms and their

environment, which in turn

determines the stability of an

ecosystem. Most of the times

when we admire the aesthetics

of a landscape, it is only the

green beauty spread across . 
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Our natural tendency for the
love of green landscape is
nothing to be blamed, but also
understanding the importance
of native plants is necessary.
Knowingly or unknowingly, we
tend to introduce non-native
plants into a habitat, which can
have devastating effects. They
are a major threat to
biodiversity and conservation
causing untold ecological and 

economic damage as also to human wellbeing. These plants when
introduced into a new environment can grow rapidly in a short span of time
due to the absence of natural check such as competition in the introduced
area. The Yellow Flag Iris is one such plant which upon introduction invades
the wetlands. Introduced as a garden plant in the 1700s, it has escaped and
colonized freshwater as well as brackish water wetlands in Canada, USA,
parts of Mexico, and even South America. This is also poisonous, and
therefore, a life threat to the animals, both domestic and wild (Pagad et al.
2018). The ignorance of the knowledge of the right kind of plants for a
particular place can negate our efforts to conserve the native plant species,
and instead, we will be left happily convinced with the green carpet that
may in fact be harming our natural ecosystems. Next time before you pick
up a fancy plant from another habitat and introduce it in a new land, check
if it is the right green.
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