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As women are usually more 

socioeconomically weaker than men, 

they are more likely to face challenges 

of climate change. 

DOES CLIMATE CHANGE SEE GENDER?   

Preetha K Joseph 1    
1 Student, Azim Premji University, preethakjoseph@gmail.com 

 Along with the unprecedented 

and  deadly natural calamities as well as the 

toxicity in the air we breathe and the water we 

drink, the number of people who do not ‘believe’ 

in climate change and are actively against any 

measure to fight it are also on the rise. While 

many of us are aware of the natural disasters that 

are associated with climate change, there is 

another significant aspect 

of climate change that lurks 

behind the great panic it 

has caused. As bizarre as 

this may sound to some, 

numerous studies done by 

researchers as well as the observations of doctors 

and NGOs worldwide have countless examples of 

women suffering the brunt of climate change to a 

much higher degree than men.  

Millions of people are displaced from 

their homes and communities due to 

unprecedented floods, droughts and other 

monsters of climate change. Of these, almost 80% 

are women. Cemented gender roles result in 

women being the primary caregivers of children 

and those who are left behind at home, vulnerable 

to natural disasters while the men of the 

households have left for cities for work. In most 

communities, women are also the ones who have 

to walk further and further every day to collect 

water and other resources that are depleting due 

to climate change. 

Poverty is closely linked with these issues 

as well. As women are usually more 

socioeconomically weaker than men, they are 

more likely to fall into poverty than men and will 

be faced with higher challenges in order to get out 

of poor living conditions caused by climate 

change. Several studies indicate that air pollution 

induced asthma and other respiratory issues are 

more prevalent in women and the health risks 

faced by pregnant women, leading to stillbirths 

and other complications to both the mother and 

child have increased due to rising temperatures 

and pollution.  

Existing social 

structures that oppress 

women worsen the living 

conditions of half the 

population of our world 

merely based on their gend.  While it may take us 

years to get on board with the idea of climate 

change itself, there is a great threat of it being too 

late, resulting in a catastrophic end and even more 

for women. It is vital to fight discriminatory social 

structures to give women more power in their 

households and communities as well as giving 

them a voice and power to change things by 

employing more women as lawmakers and change 

makers. 
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