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Surviving through the lockdown for over the past two months certainly made at

least some of us realize how the encroachment of freedom of movement can pile up

physiological-psychological stresses and ultimately lead to our behavioral changes. It

certainly is the time when we as a more dominating species on earth must realize how

does it feel to be caged and take the responsibility on our own to make a world free for

all living beings to thrive.

5th November 2017 I visited one of the famous tourist attractions in my birth city

Kolkata, the Zoological Garden at Alipore, also known as Alipore Zoo. But the

conservation measures towards the captive breeding of animals inside the zoo literally

shook the ground I stand upon. The concept of captive breeding of wild animals with

special care at the zoo, so that again they can return to their natural habitat and can

escape extinction. But this concept was strongly diminished by the huge uncontrolled

crowd hovering over the railings to see the animals, lack of proper care of animals, less

cleaning of cages, making the empty zoo ground a winter picnic spot, and most

importantly violating the peace of the place to deprive animal's physiological and mental

health. Such scenarios and disrepute of the zoo happened to be true when I first heard of

the Calcutta Zoo in my childhood when I first visited the zoo in my adulthood and

continued to be the same even before the beginning of COVID-19 lockdown.

Such similar scenarios for the past many years strongly show the nearly zero spread of

wildlife education to the public by one of the important ex-situ means of conservation,

i.e., zoo. The motto of spreading awareness among the general people proved to be failed

at least before the appearance of this contagious virus.

These happenings left me as a student of Zoology with a few questions. If we

really want to help wild animals isn’t it possible to treat the wounded or maybe shelter

the newborns without parents in any case and when these animals are ready to survive in

the wild let them again go back to where they belong? Why is there no rule restricting

the number of entries? Why is there no zoo guide to brief visitors about the animals in

the zoo, like from where and why a particular animal was brought, how is it reared, its

life-cycle, etc.?

Why animal disturbance by visitors are yet to be declared as a punishable offense? There are many such questions that I couldn’t stop popping around the corners of my mind.

There’s one thing for sure that a zoo is certainly not a place which should be overcrowded by the people posing threat to the animal’s survival by altering animal behavior. After all,

every animal needs a certain space for their healthy existence. It’s the time for human behavior of denial to stop turning our race into the most insensitive and destructive one on the

earth. The world post-COVID-19 lockdown is certainly not going to be the same as before, crowded and careless. Past months already made us evident how nature is healing under

the restricted human movements and wild animals are gaining confidence to roam free. Such incidents should make us more compassionate towards the need for wild animals and

motivate us to find ways to live in harmony with all living beings.


