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Infact, often on these treks, way back, all of us would be bulkier and heavier as each of us would be decamping the 

human-left trash along the trails. Most sightings are always the unexpected, such as the argument between two 

Common Hoopoe’s or the hard work of Oecophylla Smaragdina transporting a Moth Caterpillar to its nest several 

metres away. Both the sightings conveyed a simple message …survival of fittest requires diligence and precision for 

all lifeforms, small or big. The argument between Common Hoopoe’s hooked for a good half an hour as they 

brushed and battled their way for foraging, and finally the bird which persisted and resisted diligently won. Similar 

efforts were witnessed in the predatory efforts of Oecophylla Smaragdina which had paralysed a Moth Caterpillar, 

but not before it had put a fight to evade the predator. Life has always been brimming in the forest, and all we need 

is the attitude to appreciate whatever we see, whatever we observe. 

As an avid Lover of nature, I 

have frequented several 

explorations and treks across 

the forests of nation ranging 

from north-east to south of 

India; in the pursuit of 

exploring life …wildlife that 

exists without disturbance 

beyond the realms of 

urbanized world. From 

Arunachal (NE-IND) to 

Gingee (SE-IND), I have 

often been bewildered by 

the diversity of species that 

co-exists. As a 

conservationist, all these 

explorations have been met 

with several memorable 

experiences and sightings. 

The solitude sometimes 

within these jungles has 

always been the ultimate 

solace. The objective across 

each of these treks have been 

varied, ranging from 

deputation by Forest Dept 

for conducting a census, to a 

nature walk with experts and 

members of eco-club. The 

outcome however remained 

the same, sensitization and 

awareness creation. While 

each trek started with 

expectations, not all would 

end with it. Hence the 

golden rule was always set, 

“Do not have expectations”. 

“Remember we are not here 

to see wildlife, but to 

observe them within their 

pristine spaces with zero 

disturbances”. 
Predation By Oecophylla Smaragdina Upon A Moth Caterpillar 


