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India generates approximately 50 

million tons of E-waste every year and 

still unsure how to dispose it. 
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It was my mother’s birthday! Since ten 

days I had been working on keeping her gift (a 

new phone) as a surprise with much difficulty. 

The day finally arrived with my secret still intact. 

She opened the gift and was thrilled. That 

prompted the question, what to do with the older 

phone? In such scenarios, generally the unwanted 

electronic equipment is tossed into the trash or 

just keep it aside eventually mixing it with 

household wastes. The problem with this 

improper disposing is that the hazardous material 

such as lead, mercury, cadmium, etc has a high chance 

of leaking out into our soil and groundwater.  

India generates 

approximately 50 million 

tonnes of such waste every 

year with majority still unsure 

how to dispose it. Unsuitable 

disposition mainly reaches 

landfill sites after which the toxic matter pollutes 

the environment. Some Hazardous material like 

mercury, Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), lead ions, etc  

leach off when circuit breakers are tampered into, 

when condensers are meddled with or from cone 

glass of cathode ray tubes. All drain into the acid 

waters of landfills or groundwater eventually 

reaching people. The other popularly used 

unacceptable disposal technique is incineration.  The 

procedure emits hazardous gases and fumes in 

turn causing air pollution. For easy money, some 

local recyclers also burn cables for getting a hold 

of the copper or try dismantling an electronic by 

shredding or tearing. These methods expose the 

recycle workers to many dangers that have a fear 

of causing life threatening problems as well as 

spreading to other people.  

The litigation structure build up was the 

first step towards the management of e-waste. In 

the year 2011, the first law on E-Waste 

management was implemented by the 

Government of India. In the year 2015, Ministry 

of Electronics and Information Technology also 

released an awareness program on e-waste 

management through Digital India. The public 

was encouraged to participate in the ‘Swachh Digital 

Bharat’ of 2014 by 

giving waste to only 

authorized recyclers. In 

the year 2016 an 

improved law named 

as E-waste (Management) 

rules, 2016 was implemented. Enacted in the year 

2017, it contains guidelines for manufacturers to 

take back the sold products for about 21 products. 

It also mentions the obligation of manufacturers 

to provide details on hazardous materials in every 

product in association to the RoHS (Restriction of 

Hazardous Substances) provisions. The law gives 

Central Pollution Control Board the right to 

conduct random sampling of products in markets 

for the verification of the RoHS guidelines.  

As a contribution to India’s 

developmental growth, few cities have decided to 

become e-waste management friendly. For 

example, in Bangalore a new plant is being set up 
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to handle about 60,000 tons of e-waste per year. 

Some multinational companies have also started 

taking initiatives to help manage the unwanted 

electronics. Companies like Dell have arranged for 

free recycling of its products and Apple has 

started designing easy recycling laptops. Despite 

of many efforts, use of hazardous raw material in 

inappropriate concentrations is still being used by 

the manufacturers and there is hardly any estimate 

of e-waste generation in India. Therefore, efforts 

need to be taken to curb the problem. Every 

manufacturer and retailer should also set up 

collecting and recycling systems within their 

premises. The responsibility of the Government 

should be to implement stricter laws with stricter 

penalties. Free awareness programs in different 

languages regarding e-waste hazards can also go a 

long way. These officials can also be made in 

charge of supervising whether or not a company 

has its own e-waste collection system and its 

effectiveness.  

Spreading the word about the Digital India 

campaign and handing our old electronics to authorized 

recyclers only or return of the used products to 

manufacturing companies will make a huge difference. 

The best way to discard our old working phones 

would be to exchange it while buying new phones.  

 

 


