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You may have heard of potable river water, clean air, and an ambient 

environment from your grandfather or grandmother which existed in their 

times. That was indeed the beauty of nature but with the improvement in 

Science and Technology, human beings got horns on their heads, they started 

industrial and other revolutions to prosper in the field of human comforts but 

then these things harmed the existence of nature. Releasing a billion tonnes of 

noxious fumes i.e. greenhouse gases such as methane, carbon dioxide, carbon 

monoxide, CFCs, freons, oxides of sulphur and nitrogen in the atmosphere 

without filtering it led to the massive increase in air pollution and it became 

fatal during winters of Manchester and London thereby killing millions! 

These gases also ate up the ozone layer of the Stratosphere thereby making 

the UV to directly reach on the Earth causing skin cancer and other fatal 

diseases in humans as well as plants and animals. Creation of Plastics and its 

usage and improper disposal made the ecosystem sick. It became a huge 

problem of the 21st century as it takes million years to degrade into the soil. 

The morons also disposed of the plastics into the water by their activities. 

These plastics kill microalgae called Diatoms that are the tiny plankton 

belonging to the Cryptophytes group of kingdom Protista, initiating the food 

chain in the ocean ecosystem. The world breathes 50% air by its respiratory 

activities.  They also influence the formation of clouds and thus help in 

precipitation. As macro and microplastics released in the ocean affect the 

metabolic activities of these organisms which leads to their death. When the 

producers are affected the whole ecosystem will be collapsed. Even the 

dumping of organic wastes in large quantities over the years has resulted in 

Ocean Acidification, Coral Reef Bleaching, and total Pollution of oceanic 

water killing millions of aquatic organisms including phytoplankton, 

zooplankton, and microorganisms. This has disrupted the normal functioning 

of Biogeochemical Cycles resulting in Climate Change and we have recently 

seen its disastrous impact in the form of Massive Forest Fires of Australia 

which destroyed 1 billion of animals including vertebrates and invertebrates. 

This fire not only resulted in the loss of Biodiversity of Australia but also it 

has sent a billion tonnes of Greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. The fires had 

raining soot on New Zealand’s glaciers, which speeded up the ice melt.  

As human beings were continuing their job of harming nature by their 

unsustainable activities, there emerged a deadly virus called COVID-19. 

When humans run fast, nature puts a reverse gear. At present, the world is 

lockdown for renovation due to COVID 19, an infectious disease caused by a 

coronavirus that was discovered recently in December 2019 in Wuhan, the 

most populous city of China. It attacks the respiratory system as it is cold in 

nature. 

 

COVID-19 has created havoc to the normal functioning of the world. It 

seems that a small virus with negligible size is the reason for the World's 

lockdown originating in China and soon spread to every part of the world 

affecting the world's economy to a maximum.  As people came from 

Wuhan to India and other affected countries, they brought the deadly virus 

with them and infected India's environment. 

But as the world is under a long pause, nature is rejuvenating swiftly.  As 

there is no water traffic activity going on in the Arabian Sea, the huge 

number of dolphins have been witnessed playing in its water from 

Mumbai’s marine drive. Due to no traffic on the roads of New Delhi, there 

is a sharp decrease in the levels of air pollution. According to CPCB. The 

artic ozone hole is now completely closed as there is a reduction in air 

pollution due to the Coronavirus pandemic. As the water from Har-ki-Puri 

of Haridwar was tested by SPCB as Fit for drinking after chlorination. 

According to Environmental Science Professor BD Joshi, such improvement 

was never been noticed in the past 30-40 years.  IAS Deepa Rawat 

witnessed the water of the great Ganges of Uttrakhand becomes crystal 

clear. The blue colour dominates the river. IFS officer Akash Deep 

Badhawan uploaded a video on twitter of returning of Ganges River 

Dolphins to the Ganges of Meerut. Ganges dolphins were also spotted at 

the different Ghats of Kolkata as the water quality of the Hooghly River 

has improved significantly. The critically endangered Malabar civet was 

spotted walking on the road of Kerala’s Kozhikode. Nilgai was 

unexpectedly spotted on the busiest road of sector 18 of Noida, Uttar 

Pradesh. Olive ridley turtles have come to lay their eggs in Odisha’s 

Gahirmatha beach and Rushikulya’s rookery. 1.5 Lakh pink flamingos were 

seen flocking towards Navi Mumbai over the first week of April. What an 

amazing recovery of nature amidst COVID-19. It feels good. It’s worth 

saying that Earth is recovering from Beast to the beauty again. I feel, if we 

humans can pause our everyday activities at least for one day in a week, we 

may be making our environment healthy to some extent. The present 

scenario where humans are locked inside their homes is contributing to 

nature’s speedy recovery. This scenario proves that human beings were the 

real culprits of Environmental Pollution and Climate Change. The scenario 

should also make us ascertain our activities, realize our mistakes, and 

sustainably correct them. Every action that we take should not harm other 

living beings rather it should aim to coexist with nature thereby moving 

towards building a sustainable tomorrow! 


