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Scrub forests are not considered as 

ecologically valuable as forests of 

Western Ghats and hence, face 

negligence at the conservation front. 

ENDEMIC BULBUL OF AN UNCONVENTIONAL FOREST 
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A single tree doesn't make a forest… indeed! But then, 

how many trees make a forest? What defines a 

‘forest’? The general notion, shared by the Forest 

managers, policy makers and an ecology layman is 

that forests are tall, dense vegetation and home to 

magnificent wildlife. Forests are looked up as 

source of timber and non-timber forest-product, 

abode of divine and recreational spots. With rest 

available for exploitation, only 5% land of India is 

deemed protected as Wildlife Sanctuaries and 

National Parks for India’s 

wildlife of international 

fame such as Tiger, Lion, 

Elephant, and 

Rhinoceros. But, all that is 

green need not be forest 

and not all forests are green. In the hilly terrain of 

southern India, several forests are more black than 

green due to exposed rock sheets and lack tall 

trees but are abundant in granitic boulders strewn 

around. Rivers do not quench these arid 

landscapes, instead underground water trickling 

through the rock crevices creates an oasis to 

nourish all life forms here. Owing to its poor soil 

quality, low soil depth and low rainfall, these 

Scrub forests are a unique niche where only the 

hardiest species survive. In forestry parlance, these 

scrub forests are labelled ‘wasteland’ but for a 

threatened species, it is their home. Scrub forests 

along the slopes of Eastern Ghats and inland 

hillocks of Deccan peninsula are home to endemic 

Yellow-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus xantholaemus. It 

is a sparrow sized rare bird, found in patches of 

suitable scrub habitat across southern India. First 

described by Thomas Jerdon in 1845 from 

Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh, it is known from about 

100 locations. Though this number does not 

sound alarming, but the discontinuity in 

populations and low density of individuals make 

each of these populations highly vulnerable to 

stochastic local extinction. In last 175 years, less 

than seven nest of this species has been recorded 

by ornithologists, which reflects how less we 

know about the natural history of this species. A 

delicate balance of moisture, temperature, 

elevation and associated 

scrub vegetation along the 

hill slope supports the 

populations of Yellow-

throated Bulbul. Given the 

resource limiting 

conditions of scrub forests, its inhabitants 

demonstrate nature’s way of balancing the odds. 

Rocks and boulder form integral element of this 

landscape and provide substratum for various 

species of Ficus to grow, which are an important 

food source for the inhabitants of scrub forests.  

However, this delicate ecosystem is being gagged 

with boulders being blasted for granite, soil being 

dug out for brick making, trees loped for fuel 

wood, shrubs and grasses over-grazed. Scrub 

forests are not considered as ecologically valuable 

as forests of Western Ghats and hence, face 

negligence at the conservation front. These scrub 

forests does not house any charismatic megafauna 

such as Tiger or Elephant, however, Yellow-

throated Bulbul could be a suitable flag bearer to 

garner support for the protection of such 

threatened habitats and the species there in. 
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